Figure 1. Map of the Georgian Republic with detail of the Kvirila River Valley and important Palaeolithic localities (italics). Click to enlarge.
Since 1997 an international research team has been reinvestigating Ortvale Klde, a Palaeolithic rockshelter located in the Georgian Republic (FIGURE 1 & 2 Previous research in the Georgian Republic, led to the identification of several distinct Middle Palaeolithic cultural variants based on perceived differences in lithic and faunal assemblages (Liubin 1977 (Liubin , 1989 , but these groupings were developed without the benefit of reliable chronometric estimates. In addition, several important "transitional" assemblages from the region, now known to be the result of mixing, have led to the notion of a local transition from the Middle to the Upper Palaeolithic. Ortvale Klde is a perfect setting in which to address these issues. Thus far we have completed the excavation of 6m 2 in the southern chamber. This work has led to the documentation and recovery of ~30,000 lithics, ~5,000 faunal remains, and numerous micromorphological and mineralogical samples, the systematic studies of which are ongoing. During the re-excavation of Ortvale Klde we identified five Middle and three Upper Palaeolithic layers (FIGURES 3 & 4) . The Middle Palaeolithic layers (10-9 & 7-5) all contain lithic assemblages characterized as uni-directional Levallois industries dominated by scrapers with a high incidence of truncated facetting. Previous palaeontological analyses indicate that the faunal assemblage is dominated by Capra caucasica (~85%). Our ongoing zooarchaeological analysis is testing this claim while also investigating hunting and faunal processing behaviours. The Upper Palaeolithic assemblages are dominated by small backed bladelets, endscrapers and several bone points, but they cannot be characterized as Aurignacian. Based on our current excavations no case can be made for a "transitional" industry at the site. 
